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Thinking Theologically through Worship: A Service of Healing and Wholeness 

During student orientation one of our chapel services was labeled “a service of 

healing.” Afterwards, one of our staff members, who had not been raised  

Presbyterian, remarked: “I didn’t know Presbyterians do that!” Yes, we do. In 

fact, there’s a whole section devoted to it in the Directory for Worship – services 

of healing and wholeness for congregations as well as for individuals. 

 

Healing was an integral part of Jesus’ ministry. In a service of Healing and 

Wholeness we confess our pain and brokenness. But we also confess that no 

pain is too raw, no suffering too great, no sin too deep not to be brought in the 

presence of Christ, who is after all himself the crucified Lord. Prayers spoken and 

enacted cannot guarantee healing in the sense of a cure. Cure may not come. 

Cancer may not go into remission. The divorce may still take place. The child 

may not come home. Nonetheless, we trust that no prayer said in Christ’s  

presence is lost, and that God sustains us exactly in and through the praying, 

singing, and blessing of God’s people.  

 

Jesus sometimes healed from a distance, but more often through direct touch. 

Therefore, in the healing service you will be invited, if you wish, to come  

forward to the front of the church where members of the Chapel Team will be 

waiting for you. You can express a prayer request, or just mention a name, or 

not say anything at all. In response, the chapel team members will say a short 

prayer with you, and then anoint you with oil by making the sign of the cross on 

your forehead. Oil was the medicine of the ancients. Prophets and kings were 

anointed with oil as a sign of God’s blessing and calling. Jesus is the anointed Christ.  

 

In a healing service, no one has to come forward, and all may. But we invite all of you to take this special  

occasion to be present and to surround one another with your prayers. 

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 

Lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.   

    (?Citation?) 

      

 

Chapel During Holy Week 

On Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday Jordan Rimmer and Mike Haddox will be leading worship and preaching 

sermons they prepared for this time of the liturgical year in the context of a course on the work of the  

homiletician Fred Craddock.  Craddock is known for his use of story in sermons.  Rather than preaching the 

conclusion to the preacher's personal wrestling with the text, Craddock seeks to engage the listener in their 

own struggle with the text.  He wants his sermons to linger in the mind of the hearer so he is open to a lot of 

creativity in the format of the sermon and does not always neatly resolve the conclusion. Fred Craddock has 

been a major influence on American preachers. 

 

On Holy Wednesday the Chapel Team is leading a Service of Healing and Wholeness. Lent is a time when we 

confronted brokenness – the brokenness of the world and the brokenness of God’s people. We have wrestled 

with difficult stories like the sacrifice of Jephthah’s daughter and Tamar’s rape. We have prayed through 

psalms of lament and longing. This Wednesday we will draw all of this together when we are invited to bring 

our own pain and hope to the foot of the cross of Christ. 

 

On Easter Tuesday the whole community – students, staff, and faculty – is invited for a celebratory  

Easter Service where our new worship professor, Dr. Angela Hancock, will preach and preside over  

communion.  
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